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“be top” presents five major future IT trends – and describes what is now feasible
· The pandemic has greatly accelerated the need for digital technologies and business models – a complex task for data centre operators and IT managers. 
· The new issue of the “be top” company magazine entitled “Simplified. Done” lets studies and IT experts have their say; it shows where the journey is leading and what is already feasible based on five IT trends.
· Other topics include the new “RiMatrix Next Generation” IT infrastructure platform, the technology partnership between Eplan, Rittal and Phoenix Contact, sixty years of Rittal and new IIoT solutions from German Edge Cloud – a co-founder of GAIA-X and member of the Catena-X automotive initiative.
Herborn, 10 May 2021 – Technological developments, especially in IT, are occurring more rapidly than before. Speed and flexibility are the new “improved”, and they are becoming factors for success. “Doing” is what it’s all about. Products and solutions need to be developed even more efficiently, with further improvements to processes and the ability to react. With the help of numerous examples presented in a practical and exciting way, the new edition of the Friedhelm Loh Group’s “be top” company magazine shows how this can be done.
The “Making IT easy” cover story provides an overview of five major IT trends based on studies and expert statements: energy efficiency, resilience in crises, standardisation, availability and global complete solutions. Readers gain an insight into Rittal’s comprehensive IT ecosystem solutions, which meet the demands for data centres technically, economically and quickly. The focus is on the RiMatrix Next Generation, the new IT infrastructure platform. 
The “60 years of Rittal” anniversary feature outlines six milestones along the path of Rittal’s success and brings the courage of the owner’s family to life.
Data security for industry, that’s what German Edge Cloud stands for. This start-up is working together with major players and medium-sized companies in the “Catena-X” automotive network to provide secure data exchange in the automotive industry.
Althaus AG, Switzerland, and technology partners Eplan, Rittal and Phoenix Contact show that there are many opportunities for digitisation and automation in panel building and switchgear engineering. 
Eplan is also launching a new era in engineering with its novel Eplan Platform 2022. With its new managing director Dr Clemens Weis, Cideon Software & Services is on its way to becoming a system integrator for medium-sized businesses. 
LKH Kunststoffwerk is also driven by advancing customers’ businesses. “be top” provides insights into how customer projects are being systematically evaluated and analysed to reduce their costs. 
Stahlo demonstrates what a strong partnership looks like, particularly in times of crisis. The Steel Service Center is an essential partner for the automotive supplier Meleghy: not only in terms of quality but also in terms of support when bottlenecks occur.
Young professionals will also play a crucial role in the future. “be top” looks at Rittal’s new training centre and how young people are getting fit for the future.
Other exciting topics can be found in the “be top” web magazine: https://betop.friedhelm-loh-group.de
(3,347 characters)

Caption(s)
Image 1 (fri21203600.jpg): The new issue of the “be top” company magazine entitled “Simplified. Done” lets studies and IT experts have their say; it shows where the journey is leading and what is already feasible based on five IT trends.
Friedhelm Loh Group
A global player, the Friedhelm Loh Group (F.L.G.) invents, develops, and makes made-to-measure products and integrated solutions for manufacturers, distributors, and other businesses. Member companies of the Group lead their respective industries in innovation and quality. They include the world’s leading provider of modular platforms for enclosures, power distribution, climate control and IT infrastructure (Rittal); Europe’s number one supplier of software solutions for plant engineering, general engineering, and manufacturing; and a specialist in integrated manufacturing with state-of-the-art materials – steel, aluminium, and plastics (Stahlo und LKH).
The family-owned enterprise maintains a worldwide presence, with 12 production sites and 96 subsidiaries. Managed by founder Prof. Friedhelm Loh himself, the Group employs 12,100 people and generated revenues of €2.6 billion in 2019. In 2021, it was named one of Germany’s leading employers by the Top Employers Institute, for the thirteenth year running. Within the scope of a Germany-wide survey, Focus Money magazine identified the Friedhelm Loh Group as one of the nation’s best providers of vocational training for the fifth time in 2021.
For more information, visit www.friedhelm-loh-group.com.
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