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Digitisation live: Application centre for panel building and switchgear manufacturing
The company Alexander Bürkle, in collaboration with Eplan and Rittal, is setting standards for future-oriented panel building and switchgear manufacturing – across the entire value chain. At the inauguration of the new manufacturing centre for Panel Solutions, this partnership was taken to the next level: Alexander Bürkle is now the world’s first “Rittal + Eplan Application Center Partner”, making it a digitalisation multiplier for the industry.
[bookmark: _Hlk141720947]Herborn/Malterdingen, 3. August 2023 – Consistently digital from engineering to machining and wiring: The future of panel building and switchgear manufacturing is already happening here and now. Or, to be more precise, in Malterdingen, Baden, Germany. This is where Alexander Bürkle panel solutions inaugurated its new and ultra-modern production centre while implementing the full capabilities of its partners Eplan and Rittal.
“As a Rittal and Eplan Application Center Partner, we will take our long-standing collaboration to a new level for the benefit of our customers. We are delighted that you have placed your trust in us,” says Klemens Isenmann, managing director at Alexander Bürkle GmbH & Co. KG, responsible for UB. smart industries. “With its extensive know-how about Eplan and the practical transfer to automation, Alexander Bürkle is the ideal first partner for the new programme,” says Thomas Weichsel, Vice President Software Portfolio at Eplan. Uwe Scharf, Managing Director Sales Germany at Rittal, explains the approach: “It’s about more than just a seal of quality and competence. The partners are making it possible to experience digitisation in panel building and switchgear manufacturing live in practice in the Application Centers. Customers can contribute their own projects and test which efficiency benefits are possible in the workflow with the combination of software and hardware. This way, our partners are becoming cross-company multipliers in the digitisation and automation of the industry. That is exactly what we want to take forward with different levels of partners.”
Setting the pace for digital transformation
[bookmark: _Hlk141723095]This is already taking place at Alexander Bürkle’s new production centre. “Due to our roots in wholesale, we recognised the strengths of digital article data at an early stage and expanded the benefits for engineering with Eplan,” explains Thomas Basler, Managing Director at Alexander Bürkle panel solutions. Today, the electrotechnical wholesaler has been a technology service provider for a long time; the digital workflow in Malterdingen is going much further. Processing machines automatically use the data for the appropriate cut-outs, while the software supports wiring and assembly. The results are not only a far greater speed and the need for less staff during the process; a complete digital twin is created along with the system. Customers can continue to use it when operating the systems. 
“The entire industry is under great pressure to be efficient. The main optimisation potential lies in the work processes, especially in times of a shortage of skilled workers. We are convinced it is time to share our experiences with it,” says Klemens Isenmann. Uwe Scharf affirms: “The more companies follow the example of doers like Alexander Bürkle, the more likely the transformation will succeed. The panel builders and switchgear manufacturers have a key function, not only in mechanical engineering. Industry needs high speed, standardised quality, also for energy infrastructure and building technology. With partners like Alexander Bürkle and our new programme, we will drive this development forward.”
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Image 1: Rittal and Eplan Application Center Partners: With engineering solutions from Eplan, as well as products and automation solutions from Rittal along the entire value chain, Alexander Bürkle can experience the efficiency that is possible to achieve panel building and switchgear manufacturing.
May be reproduced free of charge. Please name Rittal GmbH & Co. KG as the source.


About Rittal

[bookmark: _Hlk141168998]Rittal is a leading global supplier of enclosure systems, automation and infrastructure with its industrial, IT, energy and power, cooling and service units. Rittal products and solutions are used in over 90% of global industries – standardised, customised, and always of the very best quality.

Our approach and methodology: Rittal, Rittal Software Systems (Eplan, Cideon and German Edge Cloud) and Rittal Automation Systems (RAS, Ehrt, Alfra) combine their hardware and software expertise to streamline, optimise and digitalise processes across the entire value chain for our customers including their IT infrastructure – from control and switchgear construction, machine building to factory operators or the energy sector.

Our delivery promise: Rittal standard products are delivered in Germany within 24 hours, and within 48 hours throughout Europe.

Customer focus
Improving efficiency and increasing productivity through automation and digitalisation is one of the biggest challenges for our customers. This requires in-depth knowledge and expertise, the combination of hardware and software, and cross-sector networking. We are convinced that creating and connecting data rooms is crucial to the success of industrial transformation. And that is exactly our speciality and field of competence.

Eplan and Rittal are driving the development of the digital automation twin, making data accessible and useable in operations as well. Cideon is improving data consistency in the digital product twin context with its CAD/CAM, PDM/PLM and product configuration expertise. German Edge Cloud’s ONCITE Digital Production System (DPS) makes production process data transparent, enabling it to be optimised – right through to energy management using digital production twins.
Sustainability
Environmental and climate protection, social commitment and ethical corporate management are a given for Rittal. We take our responsibility for a sustainable future seriously. Our approach to resource management and conservation involves continuous improvement of our own production processes and ensuring that our products have the lowest possible Product Carbon Footprint. Our solutions support our customers in achieving their own climate targets.

Family business and global player
Founded in 1961, Rittal is the largest company in the owner-operated Friedhelm Loh Group. The group operates worldwide, with more than 12 production sites and over 95 international subsidiaries. It has more than 12,000 employees and posted revenues of 3 billion euros in fiscal 2022. In 2023, the Friedhelm Loh Group was presented with the “Best Place to Learn” and “Employer of the Future” awards. Rittal received the Top 100 award as one of Germany’s most innovative medium-sized companies.

For more information, visit www.rittal.com and www.friedhelm-loh-group.com.

About EPLAN

EPLAN provides software and service solutions in the fields of electrical, automation and mechatronic engineering. The company develops one of the world’s leading design software solutions for machine and panel builders. EPLAN is also the ideal partner to streamline challenging engineering processes. 

Both standardised as well as customised interfaces to ERP and PLM/PDM systems ensure data consistency along the whole value chain. Working with EPLAN means boundless communication across all engineering disciplines. No matter whether small or large enterprises: Customers can apply their expertise more efficiently. Worldwide, EPLAN supports more than 68,000 customers. EPLAN wants to grow further with customers and partners and pushes integration and automation in engineering forward. Within the EPLAN Partner Network, open interfaces and seamless integrations are realised together with partners. „Efficient engineering“ is the focus.

EPLAN was founded in 1984 and is part of the owner-operated Friedhelm Loh Group. The Friedhelm Loh Group operates worldwide with more than 12 production sites and over 95 international subsidiaries. The entire group employs more than 12.000 people and generated revenues of €3 billion in 2022. In 2023, the Friedhelm Loh Group was presented with the “Best Place to Learn” and “Employer of the Future” awards.

For more information visit:
www.eplan-software.com and www.friedhelm-loh-group.com 
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