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Rittal Application Center opens in Gera
The energy transition calls for the conversion and expansion of the electricity infrastructure, thus boosting demand for low-voltage switchgear. Visitors to the new Rittal Application Center in Gera are working with Rittal, Eplan and Ehrt to find out how they can speed up the construction of switchgear by automating their processes and through pre-assembled distribution systems and suitable rails. This way, switchgear manufacturers can process more orders, which are urgently needed to implement the energy transition in times when skilled workers are scarce.
Gera, 25 September 2023 – Rittal has been operating a pre-assembly centre in Gera since April to help customers quickly set up the systems using pre-assembled VX25 Ri4Power power distribution systems and assembled copper busbars. The Rittal Application Center was opened to customers on 21 September. Prof. Friedhelm Loh and the Rittal management ceremoniously cut the red ribbon with Gera’s mayor Julian Vonarb and immediately spoke to the first customers at an information and networking event.
“The new Rittal Application Center is a competence centre for holistic solutions. Customers can not only order assembled copper rails as the results of the machines, but they can also look at the manufacturing process and the possibilities for their shop floor during a visit,” says Uwe Scharf, Managing Director of Rittal Sales Germany. Rittal Automation Systems and copper specialist Ehrt, another member of the corporate group, also offer the machines in conjunction with Eplan as automation solutions for switchgear manufacturers’ shop floors.
In Gera, visitors are working with experts from Rittal, Eplan and Ehrt to determine which automation steps will achieve the best results in their production plant when setting up substations. They can test it directly, using their projects on the running machines.
Speed for the energy infrastructure with standardised processes
The machines working in Gera are part of the coordinated software and hardware solutions from Rittal, Eplan and Rittal Automation Systems, all aimed at accelerating and optimising the panel building and switchgear manufacturing process.
“The industry needs high speed and standardised quality when expanding the energy infrastructure. Switchgear manufacturers play a key role in this,” says Markus Asch, CEO of Rittal International and Rittal Software Systems: The main optimisation potential lies in industrialised work processes, especially in times when there is a shortage of skilled workers. The process must become faster, more efficient and more standardised. The only way to achieve that is by ingeniously combining hardware and software through digitalisation and automation.”
Which machine and which solution will pay off the fastest – and for which types of orders? Does it make sense to invest in your automation solution? Or will the currently scarce human resources be freed up more quickly for value-adding process steps if the Rittal system technology and copper rails are initially purchased pre-assembled and configured from Gera? A contact point based on the innovative Rittal Application Center concept has been set up in Gera to answer these and other questions relating to energy, power and process automation.
Rittal Application Center: Experience value creation – live
Rittal Application Centers are currently being launched worldwide as “boot camps” for panel builders and switchgear manufacturers. Under the motto “Join. Apply. Grow”, this is where existing and new customers can work on their projects with experts from Rittal, get to know new technologies and simply try them out.” They can bring their projects along with them, test new workflows for efficiency in real workshop environments, and discover the benefits of software solutions and automation technology.
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Caption(s)
Image 1 (fri23215000): At the opening of the Rittal Application Center in Gera, Prof. Friedhelm Loh, Owner and CEO of the Friedhelm Loh Group, his wife Debora Loh and the Rittal management cut the red ribbon. Also attending were, among others: Uwe Scharf, Managing Director of Rittal Sales Germany, Ulrich Engenhardt, Chief Business Units Officer, and Markus Asch, CEO of Rittal International and Rittal Software Systems (from left to right).
Image 2 (fri23215300): Julian Vonarb, Mayor of the City of Gera, gave a welcoming speech at the ceremonial opening.
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About Rittal
Rittal is a leading global supplier of enclosure systems, automation and infrastructure to the industrial, IT, energy and power, cooling and service sectors. Rittal products and solutions are used in over 90% of global industries – standardised, customised, and always of the very best quality.
Our approach and methodology: Rittal, Rittal Software Systems (Eplan, Cideon and German Edge Cloud) and Rittal Automation Systems (RAS, Ehrt, Alfra) combine their hardware and software expertise to streamline, optimise and digitalise processes across the entire value chain for our customers including their IT infrastructure – from control and switchgear construction, machine building to factory operators or the energy sector.
Our promise: Rittal standard products are delivered within 24 hours in Germany, and within 48 hours worldwide.
Fully focused on our customers
Improving efficiency and increasing productivity through automation and digitalisation is one of the biggest challenges for our customers. This requires in-depth knowledge and expertise, the combination of hardware and software, and cross-sector networking. We are convinced that creating and connecting data spaces is crucial to the success of industrial transformation. And that is exactly our speciality and field of competence.
Eplan and Rittal are driving the development of the digital twins of equipment and systems and are making the data more accessible and operationally useable. Cideon is improving digital continuity and data consistency in relation to digital product twin context with its CAD/CAM, PDM/PLM and product configuration expertise. German Edge Cloud’s ONCITE Digital Production System (DPS) makes the data from the manufacturing processes transparent and thus optimisable – right up to energy management via the digital production twin.
Sustainability
Environmental and climate protection, social commitment and ethical corporate management are a given for Rittal. We take our responsibility for a sustainable future seriously. Our approach to resource management and conservation involves continuous improvement of our production processes and ensuring that our products and solutions have the lowest possible Product Carbon Footprint. This supports our customers in achieving their climate targets.
Family business and global player
Founded in 1961, Rittal is the largest company in the owner-operated Friedhelm Loh Group. The group operates worldwide, with 12 production sites and 95 international subsidiaries. It had more than 12,000 employees and posted revenues of 3 billion euros in fiscal 2022. In 2023, the Friedhelm Loh Group was named “Best Place to Learn” and “Employer of the Future”. Rittal was awarded the Top 100 Seal as one of Germany’s most innovative medium-sized companies.
For more information, visit www.rittal.com and www.friedhelm-loh-group.de.
About EPLAN
EPLAN provides software and service solutions in the fields of electrical, automation and mechatronics engineering. The company develops one of the world’s leading design software solutions for machine and panel builders. EPLAN is also the ideal partner to streamline challenging engineering processes.
Both standardised, as well as customised interfaces to ERP and PLM/PDM systems, ensure data consistency along the whole value chain. Working with EPLAN means borderless communication across all engineering disciplines. Regardless of whether the company is large or small: It allows customers to use their expertise more efficiently. Worldwide, EPLAN supports 61,000 customers. EPLAN wants to grow further with customers and partners and pushes integration and automation in engineering forward. “Efficient engineering” is the focus.
EPLAN was founded in 1984 and is part of the owner-operated Friedhelm Loh Group. The family-owned business maintains a worldwide presence, with 12 production sites and 95 subsidiaries. Managed by founder Professor Friedhelm Loh himself, the group employed over 12,000 people and generated revenues of approximately €3 billion in 2022. In 2023, the Friedhelm Loh Group was named “Best Place to Learn” and “Employer of the Future”.
For more information, visit www.eplan.com and www.friedhelm-loh-group.de.
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