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Equipping IBM’s European data centres with IT enclosures  
Rittal is the preferred rack manufacturer for IBM’s own data centres 
Rittal - a leading provider of IT infrastructure solutions, IBM and Anixter - an IBM global strategic Alliance, signed an agreement governing IT racks in Europe. IBM has chosen Rittal to be its preferred supplier of racks for the next five years, with the aim of providing all of IBM’s European data centres with Rittal TS server and network enclosures. Anixter is to assume responsibility for all key operational tasks for the project, using their strengths in distribution, technical support and supply chain management.
Herborn, 1. September 2015 – In future, IBM’s European data centres will be equipped solely with Rittal’s TS racks. Each of the three parties to the agreement will concentrate on its core competencies. IBM will provide end-to-end data centre solutions, Rittal will supply the ideal infrastructure products, and Anixter will be responsible for fitting the racks with internal components, for operational management, and for distribution. 
The TS racks will be shipped to the data centres with preinstalled hardware components. As a result, the racks can be easily and rapidly integrated into existing data centres, without additional configuration. The exceptional strength of the TS IT racks helps ensure their safe shipment with preinstalled components. The racks have been successfully tested by Rittal with loads of 1,500 kg.
Furthermore, the modular design of the TS IT racks provides IBM with considerably more flexibility. Each rack can be modified on-site, for example, to streamline cable management and climate control. 
“Rittal has an extensive network in Europe,” underlines Andreas Keiger, Executive Vice President, Sales, Europe, at Rittal. “IBM and Anixter have rapid, simple access to our partners and subsidiaries.”
“IBM has worked hand-in-hand with Rittal for more than ten years, and has deployed more than 170,000 Rittal IT racks,” explains Gabrielle Vivier, EMEA Sub-Commodity Manager at IBM in Europe: “We look forward to working with our two partners.”
“Anixter’s professional, online, IBM-specific ordering platform allows decision-makers to quickly choose the best solution for their needs,” adds Chris Marks, EMEA Network Integrator Manager at Anixter. 
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About Rittal

Rittal, headquartered in Herborn, Germany, is a leading global provider of solutions for industrial enclosures, power distribution, climate control and IT infrastructure, plus software and services. Systems made by Rittal are deployed in a variety of industries, primarily in the automotive and energy sectors, mechanical and plant engineering, IT and telecommunications. Rittal has a strong global presence, with 10,000 employees and 58 subsidiaries.

The company’s broad portfolio includes infrastructure solutions for modular and energy-efficient data centres: from innovative security concepts for data systems to physical data and system security for IT infrastructures. Leading software vendors Eplan and Cideon’s interdisciplinary engineering solutions, and Kiesling’s automation products for switchgear manufacture, add further depth to the Rittal portfolio.

Founded in 1961, Rittal is the largest company in the owner-operated Friedhelm Loh Group. The group is a successful international player, with 18 production plants and 78 subsidiaries worldwide. Moreover, it employs more than 11,500 people and generated revenues of around €2.2 billion in 2014. In 2015, the family-owned Friedhelm Loh Group was named one of Germany’s top employers for the seventh year running. 

Further information is available at www.rittal.com and www.friedhelm-loh-group.com. 

About IBM 

IBM is a globally integrated enterprise operating in over 170 countries. Today IBM UK has around 20,000 employees, bringing innovative solutions to a diverse client base to help solve some of their toughest business challenges. In addition to being the world's largest IT and consulting services company, IBM is a global business and technology leader, innovating in research and development to shape the future of society at large. IBM's prized research, development and technical talent around the world partner with governments, corporations, thinkers and doers on ground breaking real world problems to help make the world work better and build a smarter planet. 

About Anixter 

Anixter International is a leading global distributor of enterprise cabling & security solutions and electrical and electronic wire & cable. The company adds value to the distribution process by providing its customers access to 1) innovative inventory management programs 2) approximately 400,000 products and $800 million in inventory 3) approximately 220 warehouses/branch locations with 5.5 million square feet of space and 4) locations in over 250 cities in more than 50 countries. Founded in 1957 and headquartered near Chicago, Anixter trades on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol AXE. 
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