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Germany

Germany’s first cloud park for energy-intensive applications
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Modular containers for flexible deployment – from edge to high-performance computing
· German site is located at the world’s largest Internet node for powerful, secure IT and cloud infrastructures
Herborn/Eschborn/Hanover, 13 June 2018 – iNNOVO Cloud GmbH is now successfully operating Germany’s first cloud park in the Hoechst industrial park near Frankfurt: customers are able to enjoy secure, high-performance IT infrastructure for edge computing and Industry 4.0 applications within a matter of weeks. As the first customer projects have demonstrated, the concept is already enjoying broad market success, and is suitable for a variety of industries and scenarios, such as Industry 4.0 and blockchain, but also for the financial services sector.
Edge Computing gaining in importance
There are ever more sources of real-time data, including manufacturing environments, telecommunication networks, power grids, road traffic and logistics. And they need powerful IT resources directly at the point of origin. According to studies, 40 per cent of data generated by the Internet of Things is likely to be processed and analysed by edge-computing systems by 2019. Other forecasts suggest that around 60 per cent of cloud servers will be located in edge data centers by 2025.


The need for speed
As edge data centers are linked to the cloud, they need to be directly connected to global Internet backbones. For this reason, the iNNOVO cloud park is positioned close to the world’s most powerful Internet node, DE-CIX (Deutsche Commercial Internet Exchange) in Frankfurt. The cloud park comprises standardized IT containers from Rittal. These modular 20- and 40-foot container data centers are mobile, highly scalable and boast a power density of up to 35 KW per rack. What is more, they deliver the all-important energy efficiency today’s businesses crave: with an outstanding power usage effectiveness (PUE) of up to 1.1, these facilities consume as much as 40 per cent less power than conventional data centers. In addition, the modular system architecture allows customers to minimise upfront investment while having the option of adding further resources, as required.
As Dr Sebastian Ritz, CEO and co-founder of iNNOVO, explains, “We developed our cloud park with the imperatives of Industry 4.0, the Internet of Things and high-performance computing scenarios in mind. The concept is also suitable for many other compute-intensive workloads. The modular design of the data center container allows us to give our customers maximum scalability and flexibility. Furthermore, we can tailor our operational and managed services to the specific needs of the customer at any time.”
Local IT resources for global players
For companies based in and around Frankfurt looking for the low latency demanded by Industry 4.0 applications and edge computing tasks, the cloud park in Hoechst is an ideal location. It combines highly robust security with redundant power supply and excellent transport connections. The iNNOVO cloud park shows how businesses can establish new edge IT infrastructures in immediate proximity to their existing operations – reliably, rapidly and at low risk, in line with the needs of tomorrow’s smart industries.
(3,263 characters)
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Caption(s)
Image 1 (fri182005000): Scalable IT resources: each data center container is capable of delivering up to 300 Kilowatt output. As a result, the Rittal Balanced Cloud Center is ideal for demanding high-performance computing tasks, e.g. simulations, scientific analytics and blockchain applications.
Image 2 (fri182003800): Great location: Industry 4.0 applications and edge-computing scenarios require low latency. The cloud park in Hoechst is a superb choice for data center resources needed by businesses based in and around Frankfurt. 
May be reproduced free of charge. Please name Rittal GmbH & Co. KG as the source.  
About iNNOVO
iNNOVO, headquartered in Eschborn, Germany, is a rapidly growing cloud start-up established in 2013 as the result of a joint research project between Goethe University Frankfurt and Deutsche Bank. iNNOVO offers IT platforms comprising private and virtual private clouds (IT-as-a-Service). Examples include entire virtual user environments from the cloud for mid-size enterprises, HPCaaS platforms for organisations in need of high-performance compute resources, and application platforms for software developers/vendors who wish to provision SaaS solutions. In addition, iNNOVO employs security architectures that comply with the strict standards of the German Federal Financial Supervisory Authority (known by its abbreviation BaFin). 
For more information, visit www.innovo-cloud.de.

About Rittal
Rittal, headquartered in Herborn, Germany, is a leading global provider of solutions for industrial enclosures, power distribution, climate control and IT infrastructure, as well as software and services. System solutions from Rittal can be found in more than 90 percent of all global branches of industry, including mechanical and plant engineering, food and beverages, IT and telecommunications.
The wide range of products from the global market leader includes configurable enclosures, whose data is available throughout the entire production process. Intelligent Rittal cooling solutions with up to 75 percent lower energy and CO2 consumption can communicate with the production environment and enable predictive maintenance and service concepts. Innovative IT solutions ranging from IT racks and modular data centers through to edge and hyperscale computing solutions all form part of the portfolio.
Leading software providers Eplan and Cideon complement the value chain, providing interdisciplinary engineering solutions, while Rittal Automation Systems offer automation systems for switchgear engineering. Rittal delivers within 24 hours in Germany – precisely as needed, flexibly and efficiently.
Founded in Herborn in 1961, Rittal is the largest member company in the owner-operated Friedhelm Loh Group. The Friedhelm Loh Group operates worldwide with 18 production sites and 80 international subsidiaries. The entire group employs more than 11,500 people and generated revenues of around Euro 2.5 billion in 2017. In 2018, the family-run business was named one of Germany’s leading employers by the Top Employers Institute, for the tenth year running. Within the scope of a Germany-wide survey, Focus Money magazine identified the Friedhelm Loh Group as one of the nation’s best providers of vocational training for the third time in 2018.
For more information, visit www.rittal.com and www.friedhelm-loh-group.com.
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