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Friedhelm Loh Group is an industrial partner to the Gaia-X programme
The German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy unveiled Gaia-X at the Digital Summit 2019 on 29 October in Dortmund. The goal of this large-scale project is to strengthen the competitiveness of European industry on international markets. At its core is the establishment of a secure cloud – for digital transformation and connectivity, and as the launch-pad for new AI (artificial intelligence) applications. Partners include the Friedhelm Loh Group, a leading example of Germany’s Mittelstand with global operations. Owner and CEO, Prof. Friedhelm Loh had a key role in launching the Gaia-X project.
Dortmund/Herborn, Germany, 29 October 2019 – Automotive OEMs have called on their suppliers to make data available across the entire supply chain – the first industry to make this move. At VW, this digital information will be provisioned via Amazon Web Services, at BMW via Microsoft Azure. For suppliers, this means an element of risk, and the urgent need to act. They do not want to endanger their position as suppliers, but wish to retain control over their production data, and therefore their proprietary knowledge, which is distributed across a total of 100,000 factories. In this context, a central question will be: Who does the data belong to? This issue of data ownership and control will be critical to success on competitive international markets.
To strengthen the position of European industry and to promote solutions that address the corresponding challenges, Federal Minister Peter Altmaier today officially launched the Gaia-X project. This aims to establish a large number of small, geographically dispersed edge data centres with open cloud connectivity that will enable a new class of industrial applications. The project was presented at the Data Summit, hosted by the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy in Dortmund.
Data control, real-time capabilities and edge computing
“In talks held with the Federal Ministry, the Friedhelm Loh Group sought to shape Gaia-X from the perspective of the company itself and of industry as a whole. Our objective was to open up edge and cloud computing to mid-size industrial players and to prepare the ground for its deployment,” stated Prof. Friedhelm Loh, Owner and CEO of the Friedhelm Loh Group: “Through our customers and our own factories, we have learned what is important to mid-size enterprises: control over their data, real-time capabilities and integration with existing cloud solutions. We contributed these insights to the Gaia-X project.” 
The group has gained an understanding of real-world requirements as a result of hands-on experience with the implementation of the digitally integrated Rittal plant in Haiger. “Because there was not a suitable answer to our specific imperatives, we worked with start-ups German Edge Cloud and IoTOS – the youngest member of the Friedhelm Loh Group – and with Bosch Connected Industry to develop a solution.” ONCITE is the first turn-key AI-based edge cloud data centre for the secure, real-time processing and intelligent analysis of data captured in manufacturing environments. “The result is a solution for German industry made by German industry – in collaboration with expert partners such as Fraunhofer, IT and AI specialists and other companies,” emphasised Prof. Loh.
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Gaia-X has to be a success”
Following a speech by Anja Karliczek, Federal Minister of Education and Research, as well as participants in the Industry 4.0 platform, Prof. Loh took the opportunity to explain the viewpoint of Germany’s Mittelstand: "If we have control over our data, real-time processing, and edge computing, then we will succeed in putting Industry 4.0 on an entirely new footing, and to implement value chains that truly work, enabling competitiveness.” Prof. Loh  stated that data ownership, i.e. decision-making control both in-house and within the network, is one of the key issues. The entrepreneur  underlined: “We are not working against public and private cloud providers; we are seeking to reconcile the pursuit of our own solutions with the existing cloud offerings in a way that gives us decision-making control.”
Prof. Dr Loh appealed to the German federal government: “Industry needs the support of the state and vice versa.” He suggested that there had been enough talk about Gaia-X. “We need to get down to action. We need to establish examples in German industry. Gaia-X has to be a success. We’ll do it, and we can – with everyone’s support.”
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Caption(s)
fri19238500.jpg: Prof. Friedhelm Loh, Owner and CEO of the Friedhelm Loh Group, together with leading representatives of industry, politics and research at the Digital Summit, hosted by the German government in Dortmund. As a participant in the panel discussion, he emphasised why data ownership must be the focus of companies’ efforts: “A data infrastructure over which we have control is the cradle of a European AI ecosystem.” The Friedhelm Loh Group  is a leading example of Germany’s Mittelstand with global operations. The company had a key role in launching the Gaia-X project. (Image credit: Ministry of Education and Research)
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Friedhelm Loh Group
A global player, the Friedhelm Loh Group (F.L.G.) invents, develops, and makes made-to-measure products and integrated solutions for manufacturers, distributors, and other businesses. Member companies of the Group lead their respective industries in innovation and quality. They include the world’s leading provider of modular platforms for enclosures, power distribution, climate control and IT infrastructure (Rittal); Europe’s number one supplier of software solutions for plant engineering, general engineering, and manufacturing; and a specialist in integrated manufacturing with state-of-the-art materials – steel, aluminium, and plastics.
To develop and deploy IT systems for Industry 4.0 scenarios, Rittal collaborates closely with sister companies German Edge Cloud, Innovo Cloud and Iotos. In association with its partners, German Edge Cloud now offers the first edge cloud data centre to ensure real-time processing and full data control for industrial enterprises. The start-up, headquartered in Eschborn, is currently trialling a data analytics use case at Rittal’s new plant in Haiger. The technologies being tested support new industrial analytics and artificial intelligence solutions that enable improved quality, lower costs and enhanced productivity. Innovo Cloud is responsible for IT/cloud operation. Iotos provides track-and-trace software and integration services for transparency across the entire value chain.
The family-owned enterprise maintains a worldwide presence, with 18 production sites and 80 subsidiaries. Managed by founder Prof. Friedhelm Loh himself, the Group employs 12,500 people and generated revenues of €2.6 billion in 2018. It was named one of Germany’s leading employers in 2019, for the eleventh year in a row. Within the scope of a Germany-wide survey, Focus Money magazine identified the Friedhelm Loh Group as one of the nation’s best providers of vocational training for the fourth time in 2019.
For more information, visit www.friedhelm-loh-group.com.
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