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Understanding The New Low Voltage Directive 

A new European Directive will provide greater protection for users of electrical equipment across a wide range of consumer and professional products, including power supply units and components such as fuses.

The Low Voltage Directive (LVD) 2014/35/EU came into force on 20 April 2016, replacing Directive 2006/95/EC. It provides detailed and in-depth guidance around the placing of electrical equipment within certain voltage boundaries.

Rittal have developed a Guide (`The New Low Voltage Directive`) to the Standard outlining the new features and requirements. This Guide provides information and a brief understanding of 2014/35/EC.  It looks at what is new in the directive, what it means for panel builders and switchgear manufacturers, and what they can do to comply Including:

•    Ensure technical documentation is in the language the destination country of the product
•    Fulfil the requirements of the applicable product standard
•    Prepare a risk analysis 
•    Remedy potential risks and provide a safety data sheet

The use and application of European Standards EN 61439 
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or EN 60204 will make the risk analyses far easier to prepare 
simply because, by implementing the technical measures of 
these standards along with the measures taken by testing 
them, risks are automatically reduced.

Downloard the Guide at http://www.rittal.com/uk-en/content/en/support/downloads/Downloads.jsp?category=5&language=1&page=1.

Rittal can offer further guidance around the LVD as required. 
For example, `The Introduction to the Application of IEC 61439`
 seminar is just one of a suite of Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) seminars designed to provide support to
 industry professionals.  

Each seminar has been reviewed and assessed by the 
Chartered Institute of Building Engineers (CIBSE), to ensure 
the technical content is of a high standard.

Further information at www.rittal.co.uk and www.friedhelm-loh-group.com or on twitter @rittal_ltd.     Ends
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Notes to Editors
Rittal, headquartered in Herborn, Hessen, Germany, is a leading global provider of solutions for industrial enclosures, power distribution, climate control and IT infrastructure, as well as software and services. Systems made by Rittal are deployed across a variety of industrial and IT applications, including vertical sectors such as the transport industry, power generation, mechanical and plant engineering, IT and telecommunications. Rittal is active worldwide with 10,000 employees and 58 subsidiaries.

Its broad product range includes infrastructure solutions for modular and energy-efficient data centres with innovative concepts for the security of physical data and systems. Leading software providers Eplan and Cideon complement the value chain, providing interdisciplinary engineering solutions, while Rittal Automation Systems offers automation systems for switchgear construction.

Founded in Herborn in 1961 and still run by its owner, Rittal is the largest company in the Friedhelm Loh Group. The Friedhelm Loh Group operates worldwide with 18 production sites and 78 international subsidiaries. The entire group employs more than 11,500 people and generated revenues of around €2.2 billion in 2014. For the seventh time in succession, the family business has won the accolade “Top German Employer” in 2015.

Further information can be found at www.rittal.com and www.friedhelm-loh-group.com.
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