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[bookmark: _GoBack]Are Rittal Cooling Units & Chillers Affected by the F-Gas Regulation?
The introduction of EU regulation number 517/2014 (F-Gas Regulation) concerning the use of fluorinated greenhouse gases, which was published on January 1, 2015, has raised the question as to which cooling units and chillers can continue to be used after 2020.  
The regulation includes details of banned uses for cooling and air-conditioning plant, as well as stipulations regarding their service and maintenance.
Rittal’s enclosure cooling units and chillers are not affected by the use bans. They have a hermetically sealed refrigerant circuit and the Global Warming Potential (GWP) of the refrigerants used in them (R134a, R410a and R407c) is less than 2,500.  Leak inspections are not a legal requirement for equipment classified as hermetically sealed with a refrigerant quantity of less than 10 tons CO2 equivalent, which is the case for all Rittal enclosure cooling units.
It’s important to consider the GWP over the entire life cycle of the cooling solution and so high energy efficiency is as crucial as the type and quantity of refrigerant used.  The reduction of direct emissions from an alternative refrigerant must not be offset by an increase in indirect emissions from higher energy consumption.  Rittal’s Blue e+ cooling units are not affected by the use bans and also not subject to a legally demanded leak inspection, plus they deliver energy savings of up to 75 per cent.
The regular service and maintenance of any cooling solution is fundamental to prolonging its service life and ensuring its efficient operation.  This is essential as only reliable enclosure climate control ensures electronic components are protected from overheating, helping processes run smoothly and safely.  
Contact Service at Rittal to find out how we can help you protect your investments with a service agreement tailored to your specific needs.
To find out more, go to https://www.rittal.com/com-en/content/en/unternehmen/presse/pressemeldungen/pressemeldung_detail_73344.jsp.
Further information at www.rittal.co.uk and www.friedhelm-loh-group.com or on twitter @rittal_ltd.      
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Notes to Editors
Rittal, headquartered in Herborn, Hessen, Germany, is a leading global provider of solutions for industrial enclosures, power distribution, climate control and IT infrastructure, as well as software and services. Systems made by Rittal are deployed across a variety of industrial and IT applications, including vertical sectors such as the transport industry, power generation, mechanical and plant engineering, IT and telecommunications. Rittal is active worldwide with 9,300 employees and 58 subsidiaries.
Its broad product range includes infrastructure solutions for modular and energy-efficient data centres with innovative concepts for the security of physical data and systems. Leading software providers Eplan and Cideon complement the value chain, providing interdisciplinary engineering solutions, while Rittal Automation Systems offers automation systems for switchgear construction.
Founded in Herborn in 1961 and still run by its owner, Rittal is the largest company in the Friedhelm Loh Group. The Friedhelm Loh Group operates worldwide with 18 production sites and 80 international subsidiaries. The entire group employs 11,500 people and generated revenues of €2.5 billion in 2017. For the tenth time in succession, the family business has won the accolade “Top German Employer” in 2018. 
In addition Friedhelm Loh Group was recognized as “Top vocational trainer” according to a study of Deutschland Test and Focus Money for the third year running in 2018.
Further information can be found at www.rittal.com and www.friedhelm-loh-group.com.
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