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[bookmark: _GoBack]Rittal’s AX KX Compact and Small Enclosures

Millions of small or compact enclosures from Rittal protect sensitive control electronics systems across the globe. 
Notwithstanding this success, Rittal - the inventor of industrial enclosure technology - has recently completely revised its product range, focusing on the opportunities and demands arising from digitalization.
The new AX compact and KX small enclosures not only offer customers numerous assembly advantages - as part of the Rittal System, they offer new perspectives for continuous digital value creation.
Emma Ryde, Rittal’s Product Manager for Industrial and IT Enclosures, responds to customer questions about the new product ranges.
Q: Rittal’s compact and small enclosures are already market-leading; why redevelop them? 
Emma: Our customers’ requirements are rapidly changing. Fierce global competition, a shortage of skilled workers and, finally, digitisation all demand a new way of looking at our entire order processing and manufacturing processes, as well as the product itself. We never stop innovating; we always strive for more and better, and we are consistently improving our systems by seeking regular feedback from our customers. 
Q:  Are there other benefits to switchgear manufacturers?
Emma: Very much so. We’re always looking to improve the working environment of our customers. This starts with the order process. 
Rittal’s Configuration System allows customers to prebuild their cabinets using a digital twin. This allows them to configure a cabinet with relevant accessories, which then provides customers both with a Bill of Materials, and a 3D model of their final cabinet for future reference. Customers have the option to upload their own modifications for the panel or can use the configurator to create cut-outs. The data from the configuration system can then be directly downloaded for machine processing. 
There’s also delivery itself; standard AX and KX products are available from stock and can be delivered within 24 hours.
With the new KX and AX systems, all panels such as the doors and gland plates are supplied loose in the packaging. This means that the customer does not have to dismantle them first; a time-consuming chore, especially with bulk products such as compact and small enclosures. 
These components can then be processed on a machining centre in the switchgear manufacturer’s workshop, using the data that is already available through the configuration. 
Afterwards, each door and gland plate must be assigned to the corresponding project again. QR codes containing the project data have been applied by default to every part, in order to make this process easy.
Q: Do these enclosures have specific attributes suitable for companies working internationally e.g. UL approval?
Emma: Our new compact and small enclosures are all UL-compliant, and this is maintained even if additional Rittal accessories are installed in the enclosures. So, for example, the accessories can be installed in the AX compact enclosures without the need to drill any holes. The same goes for the wall-mounting brackets. It means that the protection category is maintained and the approvals are met.
Q: Does the new enclosure range feature the great range of accessories used in the earlier range?
Emma. Absolutely, in fact the range has been expanded to incorporate a larger range of internal rail systems.  These are compatible with our VX range (to simplify things). 
We have also introduced new gland plate options in order to try and reduce the need for any modifications to the gland plate to allow for cable entry into the cabinet. 
We want to make installation as easy as possible, and one way is to eliminate as many modification processes as we can for the customer so that they can build panels more quickly and cost-effectively.
Q: Are there any new addition to the range?
Emma. Yes, we have included a variant that incorporates a 19” rail system. 
We are increasingly seeing a cross-over of IT and 19” rack-mounted equipment in industrial environments.  An increasing number of companies are opting to put some of their IT and data equipment closer to the actual production facility, in order to deliver real-time data.  That requires them to configure an IT install within an IP-rated industrial enclosure. With the new glanding options, our standard offering on this enclosure is a brush-strip gland plate, but this can be swapped with any of our other standard solutions. 
We have always had 19” IP-rated enclosure ranges in floor-mounted variants, as well as in our larger wall-mounted, three-part cabinets but until now, we haven’t had a standard smaller cabinet that could be IP rated, so this is an exciting step forward.
Further information at www.rittal.co.uk and www.friedhelm-loh-group.com or on twitter @rittal_ltd.     
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Notes to Editors
Rittal, headquartered in Herborn, Hesse, Germany, is a leading global provider of solutions for industrial enclosures, power distribution, climate control and IT infrastructure, as well as software and services. Rittal solutions can be found in more than 90 percent of all industrial sectors worldwide.
Systems made by Rittal are deployed across a variety of industrial and IT applications, including vertical sectors such as the transport industry, power generation, mechanical and plant engineering, IT and telecommunications. Rittal is active worldwide with 9,300 employees and 58 subsidiaries. Its broad product range includes infrastructure solutions for modular and energy-efficient data centres with innovative concepts for the security of physical data and systems. 
Leading software providers Eplan and Cideon complement the value chain, providing interdisciplinary engineering solutions, while Rittal Automation Systems offers automation systems for switchgear construction.
Founded in Herborn in 1961 and still run by its owner, Rittal is the largest company in the Friedhelm Loh Group. The Friedhelm Loh Group operates worldwide with 18 production sites and 80 international subsidiaries. The entire group employs 12,000 people and generated revenues of €2.6 billion in 2018. For the tenth time in succession, the family business has won the accolade “Top German Employer” in 2018. 
A Germany-wide survey by Focus Money magazine named Friedhelm Loh Group as one of the nation’s top companies in terms of vocational training for the third year running in 2018.
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